The Following Organizations have Endorsed the Colorado Guaranteed Health Care Act:

	· All Families Deserve a Chance

· American Federation of Teachers, Colorado (AFL-CIO)

· American Medical Women's Association

· Arapahoe County Democratic Party Executive Committee

· Arapahope Community Team  

· Autism Society of Colorado 

· Balanced Choice Health Care, Inc. 

· Be the Change USA 

· Boulder County Democratic Party

· Boulder Psychotherapists Guild 

· Colorado Academy of Family Physicians

· Colorado AFL-CIO

· Colorado Alliance for Retired Americans 

· Colorado Association of Public Employees (CAPE) retirees 

· Colorado Behavioral Health Council

· Colorado Citizens for Accountability

· Colorado Classified School Employees Association (AFL-CIO)

· Colorado Coalition for the Homeless

· Colorado Community Health Network

· Colorado Cross Disability Coalition 

· Colorado Education Association 

· Colorado Jobs with Justice

· Colorado Nurses Association 

· Colorado Senior Lobby

· Colorado Social Legislation Committee 

· Colorado WINS

· Complementary Health Enhancement, LLC

· Costilla County Democratic Central Committee

· East Denver Neighborhood Volunteers for Change

·  First Universalist Church of Denver

· Guardianship Alliance of Colorado

· Health Care for All Colorado
· Health District of Northern Larimer County
· Hinsdale County Democratic Party

· Housing Colorado!
· Hunger for Justice 
	· Justice and Peace Ministry Team of the Rocky Mountain Conference of the United Church of Christ 

· KEENE Research & Development

· La Plata County Democratic Party Executive Committee

· LARASA (Latin American Research And Service Agency) 

· League of Women Voters (Colorado) 

· League of Women Voters (Pueblo Chapter)

· Lutheran Advocacy Ministry of Colorado 

· Mental Health America of Colorado

· National Association of Social Workers, Colorado Chapter 

· Parent to Parent of Colorado

· Peace, Liberty & Justice Task Force at Jefferson Unitarian Church

· Progressive Democrats of America (Longmont Chapter)

· Progressive Democrats of America, CD 2 branch

· Progressive Democrats of America--Colorado Chapter

· Progressive Democrats of Colorado

· PULSE of Colorado

· Republicans for Single Payer

· Rocky Mountain Farmers Union 

· Rocky Mountain Peace and Justice Center 

· The Arc of Aurora

· The Federation of Families for Children's Mental Health~Colorado Chapter

· The Green Party of Colorado

· The Interfaith Alliance of Colorado

· The Montrose County Democratic Party

· The Rocky Mountain Conference of The United Methodist Church 

· THRIVE!: Persons Living with HIV / AIDS Initiative of Colorado

· UFCW Local 7

· United American Nurses - National Nurses Organizing Committee/AFL-CIO
· Women's International League for Peace and Freedom--Boulder Branch
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Colorado Guaranteed Health Care Act – Publicly Financed/Privately Delivered

(HB09—1273)

COST:  HB1273 and the Central Problem of Cost.
· Health care is unavailable or unaffordable to 800,000+ Coloradans, and many more are underinsured.

· For business, the increasing cost of providing employee health care is not economically sustainable.  

· All Coloradans pay for the uninsured as health insurance premiums increase to cover the uninsured.

· The Lewin Analysis of the 208 Commission proposals found that a plan similar to HB1273 could cover everyone in the state and save more than $1.4 Billion dollars.  By contrast, providing insurance to everyone would cost an additional $1.3 Billion.

· A cost-effective and humane means to address the problems of access, cost and quality is a comprehensive health care system that guarantees coverage, which is publicly funded and privately delivered with individual choice of medical providers and services.  


Other Countries Spend Less, have Universal Coverage, and have Better Outcomes.
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	USA
	Switzerland
	Canada
	France
	Germany
	Ireland
	Australia
	U.K.
	Japan

	Life Expectancy
	78
	82
	81
	81
	80
	80
	82
	79
	83

	Infant Mortality 
(per 1,000 live births)
	7
	4
	5
	4
	4
	4
	5
	5
	3

	Maternal Mortality
(per 100,000 births)
	11
	5
	7
	8
	4
	1
	4
	8
	6

	Health Care
as percentage of GDP
	15.2 %
	11.4 %
	9.8 %
	11.2 %
	10.7 %
	8.2 %
	8.8 %
	8.2 %
	8.2 %


   Source:  World Health Organization Statistical Information System (http://www.who.int/whosis/en/)  

ACCESS:  What would HB1273 have done?
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The Colorado Guaranteed Health Care Act (HB09-1273) would have created the Colorado Health Care Authority.  The mission of the Authority was to create a system of universal health care for every Coloradan—Everybody In, Nobody Out.  The Colorado Health Care System would be the benefits administrator and payer for health care services.  The System would reduce overhead costs by eliminating needless forms and bureaucracy.  The System would eliminate the profit motive that insurance companies put between patients and providers.  

The Authority would eliminate the problem of the uninsured and underinsured by providing direct access to health care.  (Note:  this is different—and less costly—than providing for-profit, health insurance to everyone.)

The System would NOT be government-run health care.  The system would also NOT be socialized medicine, as providers would not work for the government.  Canada was never the model for HB1273.  Opponents’ and reporters’ claim that the goal was a Canadian-style system were false and often deliberately misleading.

CHOICE:  HB1273 would expand choice of providers
HB1273 would expand the choice of Coloradans regarding their health care providers.  Everyone would be able to choose their providers.  Those who are now uninsured would gain the choice of a provider.  Current Medicaid patients would have greatly expanded choice of providers.

HB1273 would decouple employment from health care.  Coloradans would no longer need to stay in jobs they hate solely because of the benefits.  Employers, in turn, would be freed from the burden of picking health plans each year, although employers would likely continue to contribute to the cost of the system.  

Required covered benefits under the system included:  primary and preventive care; inpatient care; outpatient care; emergency care; prescription drugs; durable medical equipment; long-term care; mental health services; dental services; substance abuse treatment; chiropractic services; vision care and correction; and hearing services and hearing aids.  
What about my Kaiser?  HB1273 would not have affected Kaiser services.  Kaiser, the Rocky Mountain Health Plans, Denver Health, and Dr. Welby down the street would continue to operate as they have.  Different providers would compete directly for the business of Coloradans.  The payment mechanism to Kaiser would change, but Kaiser patients and Kaiser doctors and nurses would continue as before.

QUALITY:  Evidence-Based Medicine and Patient Safety
HB1273 emphasized Patient Safety and Evidence-Based medicine to ensure safe, effective outcomes for patients.  The creation of a system would make possible the collection of evidence regarding the outcome of different procedures.  Participants would be able to make choices using transparent, comparable data for different providers.  HB1273 would enable patients to be effective consumers.  

Enhanced Health Information Technology would help to ensure that treatments were effective and also would reduce errors and cost.

No Fiscal Impact of the first phase

HB1273 required no money from the state.  The first phase of the Authority—the design of the system and the creation of the trust fund--was to be funded with gifts, grants, and donations.  In order to create the system, the Authority would have seek waivers, exemptions and agreements with the state and federal government as needed.  In April 2009, staff from the offices of Cong. Kucinich, Cong. Conyers, and Sen. Sanders contacted HCAC to identify needed waivers, legal changes, and funding.  

Phased-in Design and Implementation
The Authority would have been a body separate and independent from the state.  The 23-member board of directors was to design and create the Colorado Health Care System through a phased-in approach.  The board would design the system, and the General Assembly to approve the final implementation of the system.  
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 LEGISLATORS’ SUPPORT:  HB1273 needed 33 votes and got 32! 
The following 32 Democratic Representatives supported HB1273 in the House.  (cosponsors in bold)
	1. Apuan

2. Benefield

3. Casso

4. Court

5. Ferrandino

6. Fischer

7. Frangas

8. Gagliardi

9. Green

10. Hullinghorst

11. Judd
	12. Kagan

13. Kefalas (sponsor)

14. Kerr 

15. Labuda

16. Levy

17. McCann

18. McFadyen

19. Merrifield

20. Miklosi

      (McGihon--Resigned)

21. Pace
	22. Peniston 

23. Pommer

24. Primavera

25. Rice

26.  Ryden 

27. S. Schafer

28. Solano

29. Soper

30. Todd

31. Vigil

32. Weissmann


        SENATE SPONSORSHIP:  Foster, Bacon, Carroll M.
   The following Opposed HB1273:

	Rep. Kathleen Curry (D-Gunnison)

Spkr. Terrance Carroll (D-Denver)

Rep. Karen Middleton (D-Aurora) 
ALL House Republicans
	Rep. Wes McKinley (D-Walsh)

Rep. Jim Riesberg (D-Greeley

Rep. Christine Scanlan (D-Summit County)

Gov. Bill Ritter


